I reply to some of the questions appearing in a Comment concerning the Karlsruhe physics course raised by J Strnad (2000 Eur. J. Phys. 21 L33-36).
L2
Letter to the Editor (a) It is evident that we cannot evaluate the KPC ourselves, because one should never evaluate one's own products. (b) Some other groups have been working on the evaluation of various details of the KPC I am sorry that three articles with comments about the KPC escaped our attention. I believe, however, that we merit some indulgence, since the articles had appeared in national school reviews (one of them in 1983).
Finally I must comment on some remarks of Strnad which made me somewhat speechless. He speaks of an 'aggressive promotion in Slovenia at teachers' meetings sponsored by international funds'. Indeed, in the framework of a TEMPUS project of the European Community, the KPC had been presented to Slovenian teachers. Members of the Karlsruhe group gave lectures and organised problem solving sessions, and the text book was translated. My impression was that the reception of ourselves and our proposal was very harmonious, and I did not notice any resentment, nor any perception of our work as aggressive. Even with Strnad's comment we would proceed in the same way if given another opportunity.
